Introduction

This policy is written for teachers, parents, governors and all persons with an interest in the delivery of the English Curriculum at Dunston Riverside Community Primary School.

The purpose of this policy is to describe the philosophy that underpins the teaching of English in this school and to describe how that is planned, delivered and assessed.

Rationale

In this school, all aspects of English are taught because every pupil has a statutory entitlement to be engaged with the programmes of study for English in the National Curriculum.  Also, the staff believe the development of knowledge, skills and concepts across the whole spectrum of English to be essential because of their:

· crucial importance in the child’s social, emotional and intellectual development;

· unique position as the essential learning tools both in and out of school;

· status as communication skills for life;

· potential for personal enrichment through facilitating access to texts, providing pleasure or information;

· worth of study and critical analysis in their own right.

Scope of the Subject

At Dunston Riverside we want to help our pupils to use language in an appropriate manner for a variety of purposes, audiences and situations to maximum potential benefit.  As a school, we strive to ensure that our children become literate members of society.

Literate primary children should:

· communicate appropriately in written and spoken forms;

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding;

· be able to use a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to monitor their own reading and correct their own mistakes;

· understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell accurately;

· have fluent and legible handwriting;

· have an interest in words and their meaning and a growing vocabulary;

· know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry, and understand and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured through basic literary ideas of setting, character and plot;

· understand, use and be able to write a range of non-fiction texts;

· plan, revise and edit their own writing;

· have a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their reading and writing;

· be interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their preferences;

· through reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness;

· express themselves creatively through the study and critical appreciation of literature and poetry;

· explore/empathise with others and develop relationships;

· study and produce media texts, manipulating texts/language for effect;

· understand and value other cultures through literature;

· explore situations and issues through educational drama;

· use information technology to enhance/improve their English skills.

We are supported in this work through the National Literacy Strategy.  The framework for teaching sets out teaching objectives for reception to Year 6 to enable our pupils to become fully literate.  Literacy unites the important skills of reading and writing.  It also involves speaking and listening, which although they are not identified in the framework, are an essential part of it.

Aims for Speaking and Listening

The staff acknowledge speaking and listening to be the first language modes, in order of acquisition and therefore provide the foundation for all further language development.  We believe that a pupil’s spoken language reflects the local culture and heritage of the individual and is crucial to his/her identity.  This therefore should be valued and built upon.  Pupils also have an entitlement to gain knowledge, competence, confidence and pleasure in the use of the more universal dialect of Standard English and to use whichever of these is appropriate to audience, purpose and situation.

We therefore aim to provide pupils with opportunities to:

· speak in a variety of forms for different audiences, purposes and situations both formal and informal;

· to develop the conventions of conversation, debate and discussion;

· reflect upon their speech as used in different circumstances and help them to make appropriate choices.

Aims for Reading

The staff believe that reading is the most powerful tool of learning both in and out of school.  It facilitates independence in the quest for knowledge, provides a source of entertainment and encourages the development of empathy.  

Therefore we aim to help pupils to:

· gain mastery in the basic mechanical skills of reading;

· develop and use appropriately the higher order reading skills, styles and strategies which contribute to overall comprehension of a variety of texts;

· read with accuracy, fluency and use of expression;

· develop a love of literature;

· understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning.

Aims for Writing

We believe that confidence and competence in use and control of written word is essential to the creation, exploration and clear communication of meaning: an individual’s ability to use this form effectively affects performance in all areas of living and learning.  Teachers understand that writing is a developmental process and endeavour to promote it as an enjoyable experience.  In the early stages the focus of teaching will be on developing knowledge and confidence in the young writer and, as this becomes established, the focus will sharpen to the development of competence, ensuring growth of knowledge about all aspects of writing and its application to written work in a planned, organised, stylistic and accurate manner.

We therefore aim to provide opportunities for pupils to:

· explore and develop knowledge of the wide variety of functions and formats of the written form;

· express themselves and communicate meaning effectively, making appropriate language choices in vocabulary and style according to their intended purpose and audience;

· understand, value and use the process approach to writing in order to improve the content and presentation of their writing through planning, drafting and re-drafting, using a variety of techniques;

· write individually and collaboratively, experience praise, constructive criticism and support to develop independence in their writing;

· experience the pleasure of publishing their writing and sharing with a wider audience.

Aims for Spelling

We believe that conventional spelling is necessary to accurately convey meaning to the reader.  We therefore aim to help our children to develop a variety of strategies that will enable them to become independent, conventional spellers. 

We therefore aim to develop pupils’ knowledge of:

· sound/symbol relationships;

· regular patterns in words and non-standard forms;

· the structure of words;

· compound/complex words, prefixes, suffixes, roots and origins;

· high interest words associated with topic and specific curricular areas;

· a variety of strategies to enable independence in spelling; wordbooks word banks, dictionaries, displays, other writers, mnemonics etc;

· spelling rules and exceptions.

Aims for Handwriting

The staff believe that the presentation of written work can not only reflect on an individuals fine motor skills but also the nature of the writer through his/her awareness of, and attention to, an audience’s needs.  We aim ultimately for our children to develop a fast flowing, attractive, legible, personal hand.  To achieve this there will be a consistent approach to the teaching of handwriting across the whole curriculum and key stages, (See Berol Scheme).

We therefore aim to provide a structured teaching programme which ensures:

· correct orientation and formation of letters;

· consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing;

· a pride in presentation;

· a smooth transition from printing to joined up style.

Aims for Drama

The staff recognise the power of educational drama as:

· a learning tool across the curriculum;

· an effective contributory factor in the development or oral/aural skills, empathy with others and an understanding of self;

· a means of encouraging interaction with texts;

and use it appropriately across the curriculum and particularly in English.

Aims for Media Education

The staff believe strongly that the English curriculum can be enhanced by the use of media texts.  These are identified in the range section of the National Literacy Strategy Framework.  Opportunities are therefore provided for pupils to:

· critically analyse the ways in which language is used for effect and appropriateness to audience and purpose.

Aims for information and Communication Technology

At Dunston Riverside we believe that the use of information technology should be promoted to assist and enhance pupils English skills and therefore provide opportunities for pupils to:

· use the word processor to compose, revise and edit written texts, individually or collaboratively;

· use the word processor/desk top publishing facilities to enhance presentation materials;

· use software to develop specific English skills e.g. spelling, interactive reading;

· develop/use databases to retrieve and collate various types of information.

Methodology and Delivery

The English curriculum should be delivered within a stimulating, attractive environment, where a range of teaching styles are used to promote quality learning and children are motivated to achieve success.  English is taught in a variety of ways including:

· direction;

· demonstration;

· modelling;

· scaffolding;

· explanation;

· targeted questioning;

· initiating and guiding exploration;

· discussing and challenging ideas generated by the children;

· listening and responding to children in a sensitive and supporting manner, discussing and evaluating children’s successes.

In addition, with specific reference to literacy, teachers will:

· have a clear understanding of the objectives being taught, openly sharing these with the children at the beginning of lessons and reflecting upon them at the end;

· plan for well-paced lessons which drive learning forward, using the National Literacy Strategy Framework for Teaching and First Steps Resource Books as their basis;

· consider the opportunities for developing literacy skills across the curriculum;

· be mindful of the literacy needs of the child in all subject areas, and differentiates questions and activities to allow all children access.

All children in our school will have full access to the literacy hour.  Any additional support (intervention strategies; ELS, ALS, FLS) that is required will take place either during the independent session of the hour, allowing the child to benefit from the rich literacy environment, or at other times during the school day as appropriate.

Any IEPs or other individual programmes will be linked, where appropriate, to the suitable Year and Term objectives from the National Literacy Strategy Framework for Teaching.

Classroom Organisitation

The teachers will ensure that:

· the classroom layout and appearance is stimulating;

· displays reflect the whole curriculum, but all maximise potential for language development;

· the tables in the classroom are usually arranged to facilitate: individual quiet study, group work, whole class work.

Each classroom has its own language area with easy access to a computer. These areas will include support for the whole language curriculum.  For example, audio, variety of print and texts and opportunities to explore writing.  Resources in each classrooms are organised into areas.  E.g. writing, role-play, science, technology areas.

Organisation for the Delivery of the Literacy Curriculum

Currently in our school, in Reception, the phonics aspect of the literacy curriculum is introduced in the autumn term, along with elements of shared reading and writing.  This also continues throughout the spring term.  In the first half of the summer term two literacy hours per week are introduced, eventually by the second half of the summer term each class receives a literacy hour each day.

In Years 1 to 6literacy is delivered by the class teacher.

Cross Curricular Links

The staff recognise that English holds a unique position as a medium for learning in all areas of the curriculum.  Opportunities for children to explore and develop language across the wide variety of spoken and written genres presented by other subjects, and any resourcing implications, will be identified by teachers at the planning stage.  It is vital that all aspect of the English Programme of Study are covered; it may be essential to teach certain aspects as separate entities.

Response to Children’s Work

The staff acknowledges that responses should be supportive to promote self esteem and encourage development.  Therefore we:

· respond in written and open dialogue about pupils’ work and progress;

· have a system of house points which are awarded for effort and progress;

· display children’s work in a manner demonstrating teacher’s valuing of pupil’s efforts;

· encourage children to present their ‘offerings’ to a wider audience, e.g. other staff, children, parents and visitors to the school;

· present certificates and stickers of merit.

Resources

At planning stage, teachers identify resources implications inherent in translating policy into practice.  These are identified on the planning sheets.

School Based

· well stocked library, Dewy classified

· Children access

· Timetabled class sessions for withdrawal and enjoyment

· Individual/group access for project research

· Class library

· Teacher’s own stock, which can be extended from the main library.

· T.V. and video

· In each phase group.

· Topic boxes

· Develop on particular themes, stored in the librarybut accessible to other staff.

· OHPs

· Available between year groups in Reception and Year 1

· Years 2 to 6 one per class.

· Spare sited in the Hall.

· Staff Resources

· Sited in the Literacy Cupboard and also between year groups.

· Children’s Books

· Core reading scheme sited in the two corridors.

· Core schemes, fictional and non fiction materials, magazines, either shared between year groups, in individual class rooms or in the two corridors.

· Photocopiable Resources

· Largely on the ICT suite, some shared between year groups.


Time

The amount of time designated to delivery of the English Curriculum is approximately 27% for discrete teaching but with the recognition that opportunities to develop English are inherent in all areas.

Human Resources

· English Co-ordinator
· Library Co-ordinator
· SENSS
· Teaching Assistants (number is needs driven and reviewed annually)
· Parental support is encouraged
Financial

A significant contribution is devolved to English each year from the School Budget Share.  Decisions made in devolving the budget are made in collaboration with the Governors, Head Teacher and Staff.  The budget is supplemented with money raised by the PFTA to purchase books and other resources, e.g. topic boxes, computer software, subscriptions to magazines.

Developing and Monitoring of the English Curriculm

To ensure the coherence and progress of the development of English in this school the monitoring of the curriculum is recognised as an essential element.  Time is allocated to the English coordinator to do this as well as assisting with planning, updating the school’s policy, scheme of work and the literacy action plan.

The coordinator also assists teachers by leading staff meetings, planning and leading inset activities, providing consultancy and advice, also by supporting them in the classroom.  This is all done in collaboration with the Headteacher.

In addition, as a result of monitoring, the coordinator will make appropriate arrangements for staff development.

Assessment

At Dunston Riverside Community Primary School, assessment of children’s work is used to inform planning for the future and thus ensure pupils’ progress.  A portfolio of individual pupils’ work will be kept with pieces of English work assessed and stored on a regular basis throughout the year.  In addition to this, a school portfolio of work will be maintained so that overall moderation of standards takes place on a regular basis.

Assessment is in line with the whole school policy (see assessment policy for processes and proformas) and will include:

· Teacher observation;

· Tape recording;

· Worksheets;

· Written tasks;

· SATs

Continuity and Progression

The school is aware of the need to ensure continuity and progression in the development of knowledge and skills for individual pupils.  However, it is also essential that basic skills are revisited and practical in order to ensure a deep understanding, which will provide an excellent grounding for the more complex skills and knowledge.  Continuity and progression will be achieved through careful planning, differentiation and assessment and structured liaison between and across key stages.

Equal Opportunities

This school believes that every pupil is of equal value and has the right to equal education opportunities, irrespective of age, ability, race, creed and gender;

Therefore we help all our children to:

· Access the who curriculum with respect to English/Language skills in reading, writing, speaking/listening through the provision of appropriate texts and additional outside support being requested as necessary;

· Extend the English curriculum appropriately through more demanding tasks, texts and extra support if necessary.

Cultural Recognition

The staff recognises that the diversity of cultural contributions influences current planning and practice.

Special Educational Needs

The staff believe that it is reciprocally beneficial to promote links between the school and the wider community.  We therefore encourage:

· Parents to take an active partnership role in education through e.g. the development of home school reading programmes;

· Appropriate parental assistance and sharing of expertise in classroom/on visits and in promoting extra curricular activities;

· Business partnerships with local industry and commercial enterprises;

· Good relationships between the young and old people of the community through joint activities, school fairs, invitations to concerts etc;

· Visits from authors, poets and drama companies to perform for/work with pupils.

The school aims to present itself positively at all time to the community through the considerate attitudes of staff and pupils, the production of a newsletter and supporting local charities and causes raising the pupils’ interest or concern.

Use of Local/Global Environment

The staff take every opportunity to develop children’s knowledge and concern regarding environmental issues through the whole school curriculum and this is achieved through:

· Visits;

· Participation in local projects;

· Recycling;

· Accessing the Internet and Gateshead’s intranet.

Such experience are used to stimulate children to write, speak and read.  New experiences, which visits may offer, can generate a sense of awe and wonder.

Spiritual Development

At Dunston Riverside Community Primary School, we aim to deliver the whole curriculum in a way which provides our children with opportunities for exploration, questioning and reflection.  In particular, English provides many opportunities to develop open ended and though provoking situations to enable children to develop the skills of thinking beyond the literal, nurturing sound relations and principles.

Monitoring and Review

This policy was compiled on 2nd February 2006 through working party discussion and will be reviewed annually.  It was presented to the Governors on Thursday 16th February 2006.

Julia Sherlock

